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In addition, many lslamic panod towns and v:llagas were built upon the ruins of Hlmyante citles and
enclosed by defensive walls during unsettled periods of history. Among such places are Dhi Sahar,
‘Ayshan, Rakhamah, Ma'bar, Dhi Hulan, Masna‘ah ‘Abd al-Aziz, Sanaban, Khirbat ‘Afig, al-Kawlah,
Bab al-Filak, Hijrah Mungadhah, Zarajah, Halfah, and Mawshik.
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Baynun tunnels:

At Baynun, the Himyarites engineered two magnificent tunnels cut through the rock of two parallel
mountain ridges to supply with water the Namarah valley between the two ridges. Today one of these

tunnels is open but the other is blocked by rock fall. A broad channel, dug into the rock and reinforced
with walls built with huge stones, leads to the open tunnel. This tunnel, 3m wide and 4.5m high, car-
ried water 150 m through the ridge, taking several bends on its way. Once on the other side of the ridge,
water flowed into a channel that ran about one kilometer before entering the second, now blocked tunnel.










Mosques:

The governorate contains several early
mosques, the most important of which is the
Great Mosque in Dhamar city, built during the
first century of Islam. The mosque is formed as
an open courtyard surrounded by four roofed
porticos, the largest of which is the giblah (north)
portico. The mosque ceiling is covered of
wooden coffers decorated with painted Islamic
ornamentation similar to that in the Great
Mosque of Sana'a. The pulpit (minbar) of the
Great Mosque in Dhamar, now in the Dhamar
Regional Museum, is regarded as one of the
marvels of Islamic art, and the second oldest
minbar in the Islamic world.

Among Dhamar's other mosques are the Imam
Yahya b. Hamzah al-Alawi Mosque (the founder
of which was a notable grammarian), the Imam
al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad b. Sulayman Mosque,
the Dadiyyah dome, and prince Sunbul's
mosque.

Ancient mosques are also scattered throughout
the governorate’s districts, particularly in the
west, and some small villages contain more than
one ancient mosque. For example, Hijrah Mulus
in the ‘Ans district has seven ancient mosques,
and in 'Utamabh district contains several historic
mosques, one of which is al-Hagibah mosque in
Bani 'Asad of Mikhlaf Razih, and anoher is
Jawfah mosque in Jawfah of Mikhlaf Bani Bahar.
Old domed mosques are less common. The most
eminent of these is the Dadiyyah in Dhamar city.
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Graves and Tombs

The graves and tombs of the Himyarite period occur
throughout the governorate. Some of these are burials
in the ground, while others are rectangular chambers
cut into rock with slots and niches for laying out the
dead. Tombs have been scientifically explored in sev-
eral places in the governorate, for example at Waraqah
where an Italian archaeological mission excavated
graves, and the Hirran cemetery north of Dhamar city
where excavated a national team from the General
Authority for Antiquities Museums and then a team from
the American Institute for Yemeni Studies.

The appearance of cemeteries changed with the Islamic
. period, when the tombs of well-known personalities
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were built. Among the most important tombs in Dhamar
city are those of Imam Yaya b. Hamzah al-Alawi, of
Imam al-Mutahhar b. Muhammad tomb and of prince
al-Husayn b. al-Qasim. At Duran, the tomb of prince al--
Hasan b. al-Qasim was heavily damaged in the 1982
earthquake. The tombs of holy and virtuous men are
scattered through the governorate, and particularly in its
western districts. These tombs typically consisted of a
square room topped by a dome, the room containing a
wooden coffin ornamented with deeply carved decoration
(bands of plant motifs, geometric shapes, inscriptions).
Many of these tombs still survive in good condition.
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Dhamar Regional Museum

The main museum in the governorate, the Dhamar
Regional Museum supervises the other local museums. It
was built, at Hirran north of Dhamar city, in 2002 in accor-
dance with the engineering and technical specifications
for museums. Its contains several display halls plus a
lecture hall, a maintenance facility, and storerooms. The
public displays are arranged by period. The hall of pre--
Islamic archaeology exhibits examples of musnad
inscriptions on stone; stone decorated with geometric,

floral or animal designs; bronzes made for religious
purposes, and other artifacts from around the governor-
ate. The hall of Islamic archaeology contains examples
of different Arabic scripts, decorated utensils bearing
engraved Arabic inscriptions, displays of tools and other
handmade products of traditional handicrafts in Dhamar.
The most important object in the Museum is the wooden
minbar (pulpit) from the Great Mosque in Dhamar city
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The largest museum in terms of numbers of objects in its
collection, the Baynun Museum focuses on antiquities found in
Baynun and the surrounding areas. It is a key place for tourists
and others interested in history, and an ideal place for the
visitor to experience marvellous images of the past, and to take
in objects made by craftsmen and artisans two thousand years
ago. The skilled craftsmen of anquity left behind masterpieces
of their religious culture, recorded their stories and myths, and
created impressive architectural works. Without doubt, each
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antiquity conveys in its details information about those great
people who built the tunnels at Baynun, carried huge stones to
build its palace and temples, its houses and city wall.

At the Museum of Cultural Heritage and Folklore next door, the
visitor may see traditional agricultural tools, household equip-
ment, and jewelry made of silver and gems. In these displays
we can easily perceive our close connections to the past, and
the continuing artistic tastes of Yemeni
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Ancient Inscriptions

Pre-Islamic inscriptions were written in the musnad script
throughout the governorate, although these inscriptions are
more common in its eastern districts than elsewhere in gover-
norate. The inscriptions record great deeds of individuals and
of the society. For example, inscriptions carved on the inner
wall of the open tunnel at Baynun records the name of tribe,
the chief and men of which created the tunnel; the inscription
also gives the reason for making the tunnel. At Musna‘at
Marya an inscription of the tribe chief records pavement and
construction of seven mountains tracks in different places.
Other inscriptions, executed in a beautiful ornamental script,
were placed in palaces and temple entrances as dedication
texts..

Along with inscriptions, we also find geometric and floral
decorations on stone, very often taking the shape of grape
bunches and leaves, and also birds and sometimes mythologi-
cal creatures, that express ancient Yemeni beliefs. Drawings
of animals and of hunting scenes are scattered through the
mountains.
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